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From the desk of the Superintendent 

This is the time of year I find I need to remind myself to take time to celebrate all that we have   
accomplished during the present year as it’s easy to develop a laser-like focus on planning for 
what’s next.  We are currently finalizing the budget for the 18-19 school year and our students,  
including the members of our incoming Class of 2022, are actively selecting their courses for the 
coming school year.  However, I encourage all of you - students, parents, staff, Board of Education, 
and community - to acknowledge and recognize your unique contributions to our learning          
community that truly make it world-class.  You will read about recognition of our students as     
upstanders in their community, as top scholars in their fields, and as talented  performers gracing 
the stage of our PAC.  Our students organized the first ever “hillsHacks” event in January - an event 
that drew more than 80 middle and high school students to our school on a Sunday to participate 
in an all day coding event. 
 

While this Sunday event was a unique one, our parking lots are generally full on weeknights and Saturdays as the majority of 
our students are actively involved in co-curricular activities and athletics.  I am in awe of all that our students set out to   
accomplish every day.  I, along with the Board of Education and faculty, also recognize the importance of helping our       
students maintain a healthy balance in their lives.  I would like to draw your attention to a piece on the following page of the 
newsletter by our Student Assistance Counselor, Ms. Julie Kumpf, highlighting our focused work around promoting        
wellness as well as resources available in the district for our students,   parents, and staff members.  Our Board of Education 
has prioritized student wellness as an overarching goal in our Strategic Plan, and we will continue to allocate resources    
toward educating our students on how to lead healthy, balanced lives during their time at Watchung Hills and thereafter. 

 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate what Principal Alexis stated in his letter to our school community 
after the tragedy in Parkland, Florida and acknowledge how fortunate we are to have a very caring, compassionate faculty 
and staff, a dedicated security department, and an active police presence through our school resource officer at the high 
school. We are continually reassessing our safety and security protocols and procedures as well as the safeguards we have in 
place throughout our campus to protect our staff and students every day.  You can be confident that our school district will 
always make the safety and security of each student and staff member our highest priority.   
 
Warm regards, 

 

 

Superintendent 

High School District  

 

 

2018 National Merit Scholars 

All 15 of our semifinalists were named as finalists. 
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Watchung Hills Regional High School 

District is one of 447 school districts in 

the U.S. and Canada being honored by the 

College Board with placement on the 8th 

Annual AP® District Honor Roll.  To be 

included on the 8th Annual Honor Roll, 

the Watchung Hills Regional High School 

District had to, since 2015, increase the 

number of students participating in AP 

while also increasing or maintaining the 

percentage of students earning AP   Exam 

scores of 3 or higher. Reaching these 

goals shows that this district is             

successfully identifying motivated,      

academically prepared students who are 

ready for AP. 

“The shared ownership and collaborative 

efforts of our faculty members across 

grade levels and departments have     

cultivated a learning environment in 

which our students continue to exceed 

our expectations. Our percentage of 

students scoring 3 or higher and 4 or 

higher has steadily  risen each year 

since 2012, while we    continue to open 

access and opportunities for more    

students to take AP courses.” -          

Elizabeth C. Jewett, Superintendent. 

National data from 2017 show that 

among American Indian/ Alaska Native, 

Black/African American, Hispanic/ 

Latino, and Native Hawaiian/Other 

Pacific Islander students with a high 

degree of readiness for AP, only about 

half are participating. The first step to 

getting more of these students to      

participate is to give them access. 

Courses must be made available,      

Wellness Update—Julie Kumpf, Student Asst. Counselor  

This is a good time 

to check in on the 

emotional wellness 

of our students.       

According to Julie 

Kumpf, Student          

A s s i s t a n c e       

Counselor, this 

time of year can be 

especially difficult 

for people grappling with mental health 

issues.  Contrary to popular belief,       

research shows that the prevalence of 

suicide is greatest during the late spring 

and early summer months.  There are 

many theories on why this is the case, 

including biological factors, social        

expectations and environmental           

conditions….researchers aren’t sure, but 

we do know that spring can bring         

increased distress. 

We take mental health seriously at the 

high school, and wellness is addressed on 

many levels.  All students receive mental 

health and substance abuse education in 

health classes each year.  The curriculum 

addresses physical, emotional, social, and 

intellectual wellness. Community     

speakers, presentations and school      

resources are utilized to enhance the      

lessons. 

There are also many counselors available 

who meet with students individually and 

in small groups to provide support and 

direction, and assessment and referrals 

as needed. 

In addition to the counselors in the  

Guidance and Special Services             

departments, there are two Student   

Assistance Counselors and a Care Plus 

therapist available to provide               

confidential counseling to students and 

families.  Students are encouraged to 

utilize these services for concerns about 

themselves or others.  Anyone can make 

a confidential referral.  Services are    

confidential and do not become part of a 

student’s school record. 

Information on local crisis resources can 

be found on our website as well. 

https://www.whrhs.org/guidance/crisis-

resources 

Comprehensive wellness activities      

continue at the high school as part of the 

Strategic Plan.  The Wellness Committee 

m e e t s  m o n t h l y  a n d  s e v e n                      

sub-committees are busy at work         

creating and enhancing wellness             

programs. Recent activities include 

Wellness Day, Challenge Day, Day in 

the Life of a   Student, Chris Herren 

community presentation, student    

fundraising for NAMI, Random Acts of 

Kindness month, and free yoga for staff 

and students.  A new student               

sub-committee, the Teen Action Group, 

has just been formed to help improve 

student coping skills and reduce stigma 

toward mental illness. 

We are also working with groups such 

as the PTO, Watchung Hills Municipal 

Alliance, and the Youth Services      

Commissions to bring important      

programs and speakers to our            

community.  Please plan to attend our 

upcoming program on the evening of 

March 6 - “Let’s Talk - Drugs and     

Alcohol”, where a panel will discuss this 

important issue. 

We continue to support the physical, 

emotional, social and intellectual       

well-being of our students and staff.  If 

you are in need of more information or 

assistance, please feel free to contact 

our counseling department or refer to 

the Crisis Resources link on the website. 

WHRHS Named to AP District Honor Roll 

 



WHRHS Named to AP District Honor Roll (Cont’d) 

gatekeeping must stop, and doors 

must be equitably opened. The  

Watchung Hills Regional High School 

District is committed to expanding the 

availability of AP courses among    

prepared and motivated students of all  

backgrounds.  

“Congratulations to all the educators 

and administrators in this district who 

have worked to clear a path for more 

students of all backgrounds to         

participate and succeed in AP,” said 

Trevor Packer, head of AP and        

Instruction. “These educators and  

administrators are fostering a culture 

in their schools and classrooms that 

allows students to face new challenges 

and build the confidence to succeed. 

Helping more students learn at a   

higher level and earn higher AP scores 

is an objective of all members of the 

AP community, from AP teachers to 

district and school administrators to 

college  professors. Many districts are               

experimenting with initiatives and        

strategies to see how they can expand 

access and improve student             

performance at the same time. 

 In 2017, more than 4,000 colleges and     

universities around the world received AP 

scores for college credit, advanced placement, 

or both, and/or consideration in the          

admissions process. Inclusion in the 8th  

Annual AP District Honor Roll is based on a 

review of three years of AP data, from 2015 to 

2017, looking across 38 AP Exams, including 

world language and culture. The following 

criteria were used. 

Districts must:  

Increase participation/access to AP by at 

least 4% in large districts, at least 6% in    

medium districts, and at least 11% in small 

districts;  

Increased or maintained the percentage of 

American Indian/Alaska Native, Black/     

African American,  Hispanic/  Latino, and 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander   

students taking exams and increased or 

maintained the percentage of American    

Indian/Alaska Native, Black/African       

American, Hispanic/Latino, and Native    

Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students 

Page 3 Newsletter 

scoring 3+ on at least one AP Exam; 

and 

Improve or maintain performance   

levels when comparing the 2017       

percentage of students scoring a 3 or 

higher to the 2015 percentage, unless 

the district has already attained a     

performance level at which more than 

70% of its AP students earn a 3 or   

higher.  

When these outcomes have been 

achieved among an AP student           

population in which 30% or more are 

underrepresented minority students 

(American Indian/Alaska Native, 

Black/African American, Hispanic/ 

Latino and Native Hawaiian/Other  

Pacific Islander) and/or 30% or more 

are low-income students (students who 

qualify for free or reduced-price lunch), 

a symbol has been affixed to the district 

name to highlight this work. 

The complete 8th Annual AP District 

Honor Roll can be found at:  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/scor

e-reports-data/awards/honor-roll 

Italian Teacher Patti Grunther Recognized  

Watchung Hills Regional High 

School Italian Teacher Patti 

Grunther organized and staffed 

an immersion program in     

Italian at Montclair University 

last summer that was aimed at 

helping high school students 

become better prepared for the 

rigors of an Advanced         

Placement (AP) Italian Class 

and Exam and, as well as an 

advantage in taking Italian  

classes and    majors in college. 

From July 10 to 27, Montclair 

University offered an Italian 

course for high school  students 

to earn college credit. For three 

weeks, students were immersed in the Italian language,     

speaking in Italian, using the Italian language to improve the    

learning of grammar, vocabulary and practical usage of the   

language in everyday life. The students also went on visits to 

local sites of interest rich with Italian history, heritage and   

customs. 

The course is described as, “Seven hours of activities each day 

during which course participants were completely immersed in 

Italian language and culture, even during their lunch breaks.”  

Some 20 students from 11 high schools in the North Jersey   

region participated in the program, including eight from 

WHRHS. In the course offerings at Montclair, the course was 

called, “2017 Summer Italian Immersion Course for College 

Credit. From High School to Higher Education… in Italian.” 

Among the students were eight from WHRHS:  Sebastian Aviles, 

who graduated last June, and is now attending Montclair      

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/score-reports-data/awards/honor-roll
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/score-reports-data/awards/honor-roll
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Italian Teacher Patti Grunther Recognized (Cont’d) 
University, as well as this year’s seniors, Nicholas O'Keefe, 

Max Clapcich, Abagail Palfy, Angelia Seda, Tessa Unke, Sofia        

Kolodin, and Angela Gage. For the first time this year, 

WHRHS is offering an AP Italian course. Seven of the 12   

students enrolled in AP 

Italian this year benefited 

from participating in the 

summer immersion class at 

Montclair University last      

summer. 

As an indication of the  

interest at WHRHS in   

Italian, at the World     

Languages Honor Societies 

induction ceremony last 

April, some 52 students qualified in Italian, equaling the same 

number for French. Spanish had the most, 162 students         

inducted. 

Grunther, lived in Italy for 

more than 20 years and has 

been teaching Italian at 

WHRHS since she moved 

back to the United States 

with her family 11 years 

ago. She has taught all   

levels of high school       

Italian and has also taught 

English as a Second       

Language and Linguistics at 

local colleges, including 

Montclair, Kean University 

and Bloomfield College. 

The program was partially financed by the Italian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the in-service Chair for Italian and Italian

-American Studies, and Grunther’s efforts led to her being 

recognized with two awards. One award was presented to 

Grunther at a ceremony on Thursday, Oct 26, at the Italian 

Consulate, on Park Avenue and 60th Street, Manhattan. She 

was presented her certificate of recognition by the Italian  

Consul General, Francesco Genuardi. 

Later, Grunther was asked to speak on Saturday, Nov. 4, at a 

professional learning conference sponsored by the Italian 

American Committee on Education (IACE), once again held 

at the Italian Consulate. She presented information about the 

summer immersion course at the workshop on the Human 

Element of Technology in the Classroom for the Italian  

American Committee on Education (IACE). 

“I described and demonstrated a technique used in my         

advanced classes that involves the students' independent use of 

an online tool to create short classroom presentations that 

stresses their communicative skills, thus the human element,” 

she explained.  

The IACE had arranged, 

unbeknownst to Grunther, 

to award her their own prize 

in the amount of $500 for 

her efforts to create a bridge 

between high school and 

college Italian.  

Grunther said the initial and 

still active impetus for the 

summer immersion course 

is to better prepare students for Advanced Placement and    

college level scholarship in Italian. 

“Many students aren’t able 

to start studying Italian in 

middle school,” Grunther 

explained, “and so many 

have difficulty getting up 

to the AP level. Even when 

students do have the 

equivalent of five years of 

study, many may not feel 

ready even as seniors to 

tackle an AP Italian class 

or the AP exam.” 

Grunther said she was trying to think of a way to offer students 

an intense study experience that might substitute or reinforce a 

fourth year of high school study to prepare them to dedicate 

senior year to studying Italian at an AP level and taking the AP 

exam during senior year. 

“For one thing, this summer course is designed to better      

prepare the high school students for the AP class and exam,” 

she added. “Second, the summer course enables high school 

students to earn college credits. Third, it helped achieve the 

goals of the Italian Consulate, which is to ‘promote the Italian 

language and culture through new approaches.’” 
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Facing History Award  

As Engy Gadmawla, WHRHS Class of 

2014, embarks on her last semester of 

undergraduate studies at Drew             

University, Madison, she does so          

remembering her very first class on her 

very first day as a WHRHS Warrior in   

September 2010. 

She was born, and spent 

her first 10 years living in 

Cairo, Egypt, before she 

moved in 2003, just two 

years after 9/11, to 

Watchung with her mom, 

dad, and sister.  

“I grew up being called a     

terrorist,” she told the         

audience at the “Facing       

History and Ourselves”    

annual New York Benefit 

Dinner, Thursday, Oct. 

19, at Pier 60 at Chelsea 

Piers, New York City.  

Between 750 and 800 people attended the 

dinner. Engy Gadelmawla was one of 

three key speakers at the event, and one 

of four people presented with Upstander 

Awards. Others receiving Upstander 

Awards were: Jennifer and Peter Buffett 

and the NoVo Foundation; and actress, 

playwright and activist Anna Deavere 

Smith. 

It is the same annual benefit dinner that 

in 2014 recognized the work of WHRHS 

Social Studies Teachers Jamie Lott-Jones 

and Mary Sok, and WHRHS students 

Engy Gadelmawla, Catherine Higgins and 

Monica Mahal, for creating and             

implementing the WHRHS “White-Out to 

Erase Bullying” campaign. That campaign 

brought together some 13 New Jersey 

school districts and raised awareness of 

bullying and upstander behavior.          

Lott-Jones and Sok accompanied 

Gadelmawla to the banquet along with 

members of her family. 

Rising out of that effort, WHRHS         

students helped to literally coin a new 

word in the   Oxford English Dictionary 

to describe a new concept. It is 

“Upstander,” someone who is different 

from being merely a “bystander,”     

someone who, in effect, “faces history 

and ourselves,” and tries to do something 

about it. 

In 2014, the WHRHS 

teachers and students 

received recognition at 

the Facing History and 

Ourselves Benefit   

Dinner: They were              

recognized as 

“Upstanders.” Last Fall, Engy  

Gadelmawla received her second        

Upstander recognition, for everything 

she has done since then. She was asked 

to be one of the keynote speakers at the 

2017 Facing History and Ourselves    

Benefit Dinner. 

She might say, it was everything that has 

happened in her life, both before and 

after that fateful day in September 2010, 

when she entered her “very first class on 

her very first day as a WHRHS Warrior.” 

“On my first day of high school, my first 

period class was my ‘Facing History’ 

class,” she told the audience at the Facing  

History and Ourselves Banquet. “That’s 

when it all changed. Ms. Lott-Jones 

started with the poem, “First They 

came.” The  poem was written by the 

German Lutheran Pastor Martin         

Niemoller (1892-1984), an outspoken 

public foe of Adolf Hitler. He eventually 

spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in    

concentration camps. 

Engy shared the poem with the Facing 

History and Ourselves Annual Dinner 

audience, reading: 

“First they came for the Socialists, but I 

was not a Socialist and I did not speak 

out/ Then they came for the trade       

unionists, but I was not a trade unionist, 

so I did not speak out/ Then they came 

for the Jews, but I was not a Jew, so I did 

not speak out/ Then they came for me, 

and there was no one left to speak for 

me.” 

Engy took on the role of 

teacher, “The narrator is 

the ultimate bystander. If 

you are not willing to speak 

up for others, how can you 

expect others to speak up 

for you?” 

Continuing, she shared: 

“For me, this poem is a 

daily reminder that we all 

have the power to be ‘perpetrators,    

bystanders or upstanders.’ Facing       

History has taught me that it is our    

decision what role we take.” 

She said she came to the realization that 

she no longer “had to be ashamed of who 

I was.” So, she created a Middle School             

curriculum focused on identity. She 

worked with 7th and 8th graders,    

teaching them how to be upstanders, 

often by simply doing the little things 

each day that in the long run make the 

big difference. While at WHRHS,       

students began wearing T-shirts bearing 

the slogan: “Speak Up, Stand Up, Stop 

Hate.” 
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Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction 

Some 37 WHRHS music         

students were inducted in to the 

Tri-M Music Honor Society at an  

induction ceremony Wednesday, 

Jan. 11, in the Performing Arts  

Center at the school. 

Among the students who were    

inducted are 21 newly inducted 

members and 16 current      

members. WHRHS Choral Music teacher and Tri-M Chapter 

advisor Angela DiIorio Bird, who welcomed everyone to the 

ceremony.  

At the ceremony, this year’s elected student Executive Board 

for the WHRHS Chapter of the Tri-M Music Honor Society 

are:  Co-Presidents Emma Marszalek and William  Johnson; 

Vice President Ethan Marmolejos; Secretary Francesca                   

Infante-Meehan; Treasurer Carl Peterson; and Historian  

Sanjay Subramanian. 

The newly inducted members are: Ben Allgor, Ben            

Kosakowski, Carter Rosen, Catherine Cai, Cathleen Luo, 

Christine Tanko, Cristina Sarrico, 

Dania Elsheikh, Dave Ki, Elizabeth 

Samayoa, Ishika Agrawal, Jack      

Melillo, Katie Tan, Lucas Mammone,  

Maddy Goffredo, Matthew Schaefer, 

Shoili Banerjee, Spencer Shao, Stella 

DeMizio, Summer Stuart, and Tyler 

Horvath. 

The current members are: Anchal 

Dhir, Carl Peterson, Diana Sarrico, Ethan Marmolejas, Emma 

Marszalek, Francesca Infante-Meehan, Jack Horan, Jeremy 

Cui, Justin Horowitz, Kyra Anthony, Lindsey Shi, Sanjay 

Subramanian, Sam Sinnott, Taylor Hestvik, Timothe          

Iroudayassamy, and William Johnson. 

The name for the Tri-M Music Honor Society was formerly 

known as the Modern Music Masters, according to explanatory 

information presented by various Executive Board student  

members at the induction ceremony. Tri-M is a program of the 

National Association for Music Education (NAfME). It is        

designed to recognize students for their academic and musical 

achievements and to provide leadership and service                 

opportunities to young musicians. 

The NHS students collected over 900 school supplies for Deirdre's 

House and dropped them off on January 12th. There were                  

approximately 16 boxes full of donations.  Deirdre's House is the Center 

in Morris County for child victims of abuse and/or neglect and for    

children that have witnessed domestic violence. These supplies will  

ensure that their children have everything they need to be successful in 

school. The collection was organized by Julia Waldman and Emery 

Jochnau the President and Vice President of NHS. This collection was a 

huge success!  

NHS Collection for Deirdre’s House 
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Winter Choral Concert  

A standing-room-only audience in the Performing Arts Center  

at Watchung Hills Regional High School on Thursday, Dec. 14, 

were treated to 20 memorable, often familiar and always    

illuminating songs, choral arrangements and performances. 

During the last offering, 

students, staffers, even   

parents and younger     

siblings, sang, cheered, at 

times stomped their feet, to 

a multi-generational      

anthem they all seemed to 

know by heart, “Bohemian         

Rhapsody,” by Queen, 

which was featured     

prominently In the movie, 

“Wayne’s World.” 

Directed by Choral Music 

Director and Teacher Angela DiIorio Bird, the students -- some 

123 in the Chorus, and another 130 in the Advanced Chorus, 

and scores of other student instrumental accompanists,    

dancers, choreographers, puppeteers, even Color Guard flag 

movement specialists -- mastered 20 different approaches to 

the 20 different songs.  

Each performance drew out the emotional content of the 

songs’ lyrics and music, in a way that allowed the audience to see 

how mastering the song was a stepping stone in the students’ 

ever-broadening learning curve. Clearly, the first semester had 

enriched the students’ musical journeys. 

The concert’s theme was 

“Music in the Movies,” and 

the Music Department, in 

conjunction with PAC  

production staff, used the 

theater’s video capabilities 

to sync songs to clips from 

the movies from which the 

songs were drawn. The 

appropriate movie clips for 

the songs were generated 

by students Avery Noerr, 

Jose Rebimbas, Carter 

Rosen and Sam Sinnott. 

Likewise, those same video assets allowed closed-circuit cameras 

to capture students at play making music not just in the front 

row, “first chair,” or as soloists, but also at times in every row, 

close to either wing, and even the back rows. Even audience 

members in the back of the auditorium and in the balcony had 

an up-front view of the performers, thanks to the jumbo-tron 

screen above the stage opening. 

Vincent Dai Named a 'Top 300 Scholar'  

Watchung Hills Regional High 

School student Vincent Dai has 

been named a top 300 Scholar in 

the 77th Regeneron Science Talent 

Search. 

More than 1,800 students entered 

the completion this year. This is 

the 77th Regeneron Science Talent 

Search, which is the nation's    

oldest and most prestigious science and mathematics competition for high school       

seniors. 

Being named a Top 300 means that Dai will receive $2,000, and WHRHS will also     

receive $2,000 to use toward STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)  

related activities.  
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An unprecedented 23 students from Watchung Hills 

Regional High School have been selected to  perform on 

the CJMEA Region II Treble or Mixed Choirs,           

Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, or Orchestra. 

Of the 17 instrumental students who were selected, five 

were selected to perform in two instrumental groups: 

Carl Peterson, Ethan Marmolejos, Jeremy Cui, Jack 

Horan, and Cristina Sarrico. Of those, four have been 

selected to perform with both the Wind Ensemble and 

Orchestra, Carl Peterson, Ethan Marmelejos, Jeremy 

Cui and Jack Horan; and one has been selected to    

perform with the Symphonic Band and Orchestra, Sarrico.  Two students were selected twice as “First Chair” for their instrument 

for both the Wind Ensemble and the Orchestra: Oboe, Jeremy Cui; and Tuba, Ethan Marmolejos. 

The student singers selected for the Region II Treble Choir are: Junior Summer Stuart, Sophomore Christine Tanko, Junior Kyra 

Anthony, and Junior Madelena Goffredo.  The student singers selected for Region II Mixed Choir are: Junior Angelina Carrano and 

Senior Ben Allgor. 

The student musicians selected for the Region II Symphonic Band are: Flute, Senior Lindsey Shi and Junior Cathleen Luo; Clarinet, 

Sophomore Katie Tan, Freshman Alan Wang, Senior Olivia Xu, and Junior John Kolibachuk; Trumpet, Sophomore Matthew 

Schaefer, and Junior Ryan Branco; and Trombone, Sophomore Cristina Sarrico.  The student musicians selected for the Region II 

Wind Ensemble are: Oboe First Chair, Junior Jeremy Cui; Trumpet, Senior Carl Peterson; Bass Trombone, Senior Jack Horan; and 

Tuba First Chair, Senior Ethan Marmolejos.  The student musicians selected for Region II Orchestra are: Violin, Sophomore Cathe-

rine Cai, Sophomore Dave Ki, Freshman Tyler Wu, and Freshman Victor Hu; Viola, Freshman Valerie Wang; Oboe First Chair, Jun-

ior Jeremy Cui; Trumpet, Senior Carl Peterson; Trombone, Sophomore Cristina Sarrico and Senior Jack Horan; and Tuba First 

Chair, Senior Ethan Marmolejos.  

2017/2018 Region II Music Selections 

The Concert Band, Orchestra and Wind Ensemble each    

dur i ng  t h e ir  o wn         

s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e           

Instrumental Winter  

Concert on Thursday, 

Dec. 7, won the hearts of 

the audience with       

e n t e r t a i n i n g  a n d         

a m b i t i o u s  s o n g            

selections, remarkable  

musicianship, and, in the 

end, a fetching, musical 

welcome to the 2017    

Holiday  Season. 

The audience seemed to receive the student performances 

every bit as much as a fun, entertaining concert as it was also 

a public demonstration of how far these high school students 

had progressed music    education-wise since the start of the 

school year. Instrumental Music Teacher and Conductor 

Winter Instrumental Concert  

Paul McCullen said some 65 percent of the Concert Band are 

First Year students. 

The last song of the 

night, the Wind     

E n s e m b l e ’ s           

performance of Leroy 

A n d e r s o n ’ s  “ A   

Christmas Festival,” 

yielded a standing 

ovation and calls 

from the audience of 

“More!” That was 

reminiscent of last 

y e a r ’ s  S p r i n g         

Instrumental Concert. McCullen obliged, calling on the Wind  

Ensemble to play Leroy Anderson’s other most famous        

arrangement, his iconic  composition, “Sleigh Ride.”  

 



Fall Drama “Dracula” 

The staging of the annual Fall drama, 

“Dracula,” on Nov. 16-18, at WHRHS, was 

a team effort, involving a full cast and 

crew of students, staff, volunteers and 

supporters of the school’s Script & Cue 

Drama Program. 

The Director’s Note in the play’s program 

gave the time, place and setting of the 

drama: “The time is late-1887, and the 

places are Lucy’s Home, an     

Insane Asylum near Whitby, 

England, and Dracula’s Castle 

in Transylvania, Bulgaria.” 

The Director’s note continues, 

“Set in oppressed Victorian 

times, Bram Stoker’s Dracula is 

a story written through a     

combination of letters and   

narrative structure. Although 

episodic, the play follows    

Stoker’s story closely. As in 

most versions, it concentrated on        

Dracula’s venomous pursuit of the living. 

As he so eloquently states when moving to 

the crowded city of London, ‘How I     

delight in thinking of the bustling streets, 

peopled with the mad whirl and rush of 

humanity. Oh, to be in the midst of that 

banquet of life!’” 

The cast included: Nicole Bell as Mina; 

Jack Melillo as Harker; Kaelin Churchill 

as Lucy; Andrew 

Moberly as Seward; 

Sam Sinnott as    

Renfield; Justin  

Horowitz as Van   

Helsing; Giovanna 

DiSanto as Nurse 

Maria, Ben Allgor as Dracula; Kyra       

Anthony and Josephine Pascale as Lucy’s 

Maids; Matt Oboh and William Broder as 

Waiters; and Sophia Su as Waitress. 

Also, as Asylum Inmates, Massai Shuler, 

Matt Ohboh, William Broder, Kevin 

Lynch, Sophia Su, Maria Irvin, Sophia 

Patti and Carly MacManus; as Asylum 

Attendants, Chris Gagliano, Matt           

Massarisi, and Maria Irvin; and as  Vixens, 

Summer Stuart, Nicole Vila,   Anchal Shir, 

Kayla Martins, Natasha Bird, Brigita 

Przybylski, Christine Tanko, Claire      

Vickery, Emma Leary and Alison Wolf. 

The Production Crew included: As        

Director, WHRHS Drama Teacher Doug 

Eaton; Lead Assist. Director, Emily Snead, 

2nd Assist. Director Kathleen O’Mullan; 

Production Stage Manager, Mark 

Caamano, SetDesign, Douglas Eaton;  

Scenic Artist, 

WHRHS Art Teacher 

Kate Griffin;Costume 

Design, Gail DeCicco; 

Lighting Design, 

Chris Valenti; Sound 

Design, Rick Clark; 

Lead Assistant Stage     

Manager, AJ Martin; Assistant State 

Manager Ryan Presgraves; Technical 

and Set CAD (Computer Aided Design), 

Chris Valenti; Video Projections and 

Lighting Effects, Chris Valenti, Rick 

Clark and Nick DiNizio. 

The Production Staff included: Costume 

Manager, Brianna Caetano; Costumes 

Crew, Lucan Mammone; Property  

Manager, Jessica          

Pearlstein; Props Crew, 

Rachel Krouk and Jessica 

Pearstein; Sound – Mics, 

Michael Maloney and 

Krystyna Leski; Sound   

Effects, Casey Green;  

Lighting, Portia Rowley; 

Spot Light, Tyler Horvath 

and Patrick Dempsey; and 

Scenic  Painters, Bobbie 

Waugaman and Fiona   

Mulvey. 

Also, Hair and Makeup was Shelby 

Waddy, Bobbie Waugaman, Juliet 

Leary, Hollace Chase, Madelena        

Goffredo, Molly Davis, John Harrobin, 

Angelina Carrano and Claire Vickery;  

Rigging, Patrick Dempsey and Anthony 

Russo; 

Also, Running Crew was Nevya Menon, 

Arden Dettling, Portia Rowley, Anthony 

Russo, Gabriel Snead, Julia Celeste, 

Sara Barrientos, Rebecca Dickerson, 

Madeline Leong, Lindsey deCavaignac, 

Emma Giordano, Michael Wong, Rachel 

Krouk, Emily Dec, and Madeleine  

Johnson. 

Usher Captain was Elizabeth Chapleski, 

and Ushers were Colin Beisler, Michael 

Wong, Angelina Carrano, Lucas     

Mammone, and Christina Carrano. 

Script and Cue Business Manager is 
Dianne Krutz. Laura Zijdel produced 
the program. 
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First WHRHS Hackathon “hillsHacks” 

Some 80 students, including more than 

20 from sending district middle schools, 

participated in the first-ever “hillsHacks” 

event, Sunday, Jan. 21, at Watchung 

Hills Regional High School. 

In addition to WHRHS students,        

hillsHacks attracted 

students from     

Warren Middle 

School, Watchung’s 

Valley View Middle 

School, Long Hill’s 

Central Middle 

School, and Green 

Brook Middle School. 

There were also   

students from the 

Pingry School, and J.P. Stevens High 

School in Edison Township, among   

others. 

With the event’s full title being, 

“hillsHacks: Coding the Classroom,” the 

event was about broadening student 

awareness of, and understanding about, 

a working knowledge of computer      

coding, and how it will likely be          

important, not just in computer classes, 

but in their various classes up and down 

their curriculum schedules. 

A second hillsHacks event, which       

organizers hope will again attract both 

high school and middle school             

participants, is planned as a follow-up to 

the first one. The second one will likely 

be held in the Fall instead of January. 

One of hillsHacks speakers, a student at 

Rutgers University, brought with her    

several fellow-members of the Rutgers 

University Computer Science club, who 

were encouraged to interact with the high 

school and middle school students, and 

provide their insights into broadening the 

use of computer skills as part of the    

standard student learning toolbox.        

Organizers hope to continue including 

some local college computer science     

student partnering with future hillsHacks 

events. 

WHRHS approaches all events such as 

hillsHacks, as opportunities to encourage 

heavy student involvement in organizing 

and leading the event. Virtually every 

school event, and HillsHacks was no     

exception, are seen as multi-discipline 

living learning experiences that include 

ancillary tasks such as catering, graphic 

design, social media usage, supportive 

financial and business tasks,                   

understanding learning in context, and 

more.  

This supports one of the stated goals of the 

2015-2020 Strategic Goals: The WHRHS 

District will provide the resources,  

technology, and organizational change 

to achieve, among other goals: “To   

integrate creative, innovative, and    

interdisciplinary learning throughout 

the district to empower and inspire  

students to succeed in a changing global 

community.” 

Among the featured guest 

speakers was a 2012 

WHRHS graduate,      

Matthew Carbone, who 

grew up in Millington and 

came to WHRHS through 

grades 6-8 Central Middle 

School in Stirling.             

Carbone went onto to earn 

in 2016 concurrent bachelor’s degrees, a 

B.S. in chemistry, and a B.A. in physics, 

from the University of Rochester. He is 

now pursuing a doctoral degree in 

chemical physics from Columbia       

University. 

Joining Carbone on the panel was Adam 

Michlin, who is an adjunct faculty  

member of the Mathematics/Computer 

Science department at Drew University, 

Madison; Jeremy Reich, the N.J. Project 

Coordinator of Future Ready Schools 

New Jersey (FRS-NJ), a certification 

program designed to promote digital 

learning readiness in schools      

throughout New Jersey by providing 

guidance, support, direction and       

resources for schools and districts; Sara 

Ann Stanway, a junior at Rutgers      

University. She is a software engineer 
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and computer science diversity advocate. This year, she launched an outreach    

program to “excite and educate underrepresented groups in STEM through      

classroom Skype calls with computer science undergraduates.” 

Organizers of HillsHacks include: Lead Organizers, WHRHS students Kevin Huang 

and Neelay Trivedi; instruction leaders, WHRHS Supervisors Dan Twisler and 

Mary Ellen Phelan; Financial Directors, Dianne Kurtz, Foram Vaidya, Alison    

Cabrera, and Tristan Chau; Outreach/Marketing, Elaine Chesebro and Isabella 

Zhou; Food/Catering, Connie Situ and Katie Morris; Graphic Design,     

Zachary Young; hillsHacks Web site, Zachary Young and Peter Linder;            

Photographer, Neil Yang; and Workshop leaders, Dan Twisler, Kevin Huang, 

Matt  Carbone, Neelay Trivedi, Zach Young and Sean Coleman. 

For more information about hillsHacks, go to www.hillshacks.com. 

First WHRHS Hackathon “hillsHacks” (Cont’d) 

As 8th grade students in Warren Township, Long Hill Township, Watchung and Green Brook Township settle into the last half-year 

of their middle school career, they do so having received the gift, three days before Christmas, of being able to feel “Warrior Pride” as 

the future Watchung Hills Regional High School (WHRHS) Class of 2022. 

The soon-to-be First Year high school students, were the guests of honor at the 2017 Middle School Choral & Instrumental Concert, 

Friday, Dec.22, at the WHRHS Performing Arts Center. They 

were welcomed by the Warrior Music Department, whose 

participants performed selections and highlights from the 

Winter Instrumental and Choral concerts that entertained 

audiences on Dec. 7 and 14,  

respectively. 

Likewise a small number of 

WHRHS Dance students and 

members of the      Marching 

Band Color Guard provided              

choreography for some of the 

selections at the       concert. 

Several behind-the-scenes 

student production crew   

volunteers helped make the 

concert a smooth perfor-

mance. 

As future Warriors filed out of 

the auditorium to return to 

their middle schools and then 

to their holiday week off, current Music Department students lined 

their way out, giving them greetings from WHRHS. Many encouraged the Class of 2022 to  consider joining them next year as sing-

ers, instrumentalists, dancers, Marching Band and Color Guard members, and even  production crew volunteers. 

Concert for 8th Grade Students 
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2018 Winter Cabaret 

A dozen acts, along with nearly as many 

improvised between-act skits, made for 

an entertaining evening at the Script and 

Cue’s 2018 Winter Cabaret, Thursday, 

Jan. 25, on the stage of the Watchung 

Hills Regional High School Performing 

Arts Center. 

An intimate audience gathered around 

cabaret tables and in portable chairs  

arranged 

cross-stage 

style on the 

broad PAC 

stage.  

Nearly all 

the stage 

curtaining 

was raised 

to create a 

coffee 

house style 

exposed-

brick           

perfomance 

space backdrop. Blue tint mood lighting 

bathed the atmosphere.  

Performers, mostly singers with simple 

self-accompaniment acoustic guitars, 

keyboards or recorded music, honed 

their skills in front of a live audience. 

Everyone seemed to recognizing that this 

was a living-learning live-audience  

workshop for the performers. It was also 

an evening for fun, encouraged, and  

applauded entertainment. 

A healthy dose of “in-between act”     

performances included yeoman turns by 

familiar Script and Cue hosts and       

student leaders, Sam Sinnott, Francesca 

Infante-Meehan, Emma Leary, Anhal 

Dhir and Kayla Martins, among others. 

Many performed in multiple minute-   

or-less skits.  

One of the highlights at the Winter    

Cabaret were appearances by some of the 

male student cast members of the      

upcoming 2018 WHRHS Spring Musical, 

“Guys and Dolls.” Mark your calendar, 

Guys and Dolls will be performed       

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 22, 

23, and 24, in the WHRHS PAC. 

At the Winter Cabaret, six of Guys and 

Dolls’ signature male “heavies,” Sam 

Sinnott, Ben Allgor, Will Johnson, Jack 

Melillo, Will Broder and Lucas Mammone, 

left their Nathan Detroit-style gangster 

zoot-suits in the wardrobe department in 

favor of stripped-down improv-style black 

slacks/white shirt-nearly-mime outfits to 

sing the spirited song of sweet revenge 

from the Broadway musical/movie, 

“Chicago.”  

With tongue planted firmly in cheek, the 

actor/singers worked off nearly everyone’s 

vivid memory of the song, “He Had It 

Coming,” being belted out most             

convincingly in the movie by such notable 

enraged females as Queen Latifah,      

Catherine Zeta-Jones and Renee            

Zellweger, among others. The guys at the 

Winter Cabaret delivered a hilarious     

portrayal of just enough over-the-top 

“wronged hurt” by a sextet of enraged 

males. If this skit was any indication, 

the “Guys” roles in the upcoming 

WHRHS Spring Musical, “Guys and 

Dolls,” are in the hands of an ensemble 

of actors already adept at entertaining 

an audience as a well-oiled team. 

The array of acts at the Cabaret         

included: Jack Melillo singing 

“Landslide, and accompanying himself 

on guitar; 

Kaelin Churchill 

singing, 

“Thinking Out 

Loud,”           

accompanied on 

guitar by her 

dad, Ray; 

Dana             

Wasserman 

singing, “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” 

and accompanying herself on Ukelele; 

Olivia Kider and Melissa Miketen    

singing, “Flight,” by popular Broadway 

leading lady, Sutton Foster; 

Becca Baitel reading one of her own 

original poems; 

The student band, “Moonwake,” singing 

two songs, “Rosie,” featuring singer 

Nicole Bell, and “Smooth;” other    

members of Moonwake are, Will 

Broder, Eddie Cai, Ben Kosakowski, and 

Lucas Mammone; 

Madeline Leong, singing, “I’m Breaking 

Down,” from the Broadway musical, 

“Falsettos;” 

Maddie Johnson singing “I Will Follow 

You into the Dark,” by the recording 

artists, “Death Cab for Cutie,”            

accompanied on keyboards by her 

brother, senior Will Johnson; 

Summer Stuart singing, “I’m Here,” 

from the Broadway musical, “The Color 

Purple;” 



Page 13 Newsletter 

Elizabeth Chapleski, Joey Pascale and Maddie Leong singing, “Learn To Do It,” from the Broadway musical, “Anastasia;” 

Giovanna DiSanto singing, “Out Here On My Own,” from “Fame,” and 

Justin Horowitz singing, “On the Street Where You Live,” originally from the Broadway musical, ‘My Fair Lady.” 

Sound and lighting at the Winter Cabaret was provided by Nick Dinizio, Chris Valent and Rick Clark. Stage Managers were Mark 

Caamano and Emily Snead. Script and Cue Business manager is WHRHS Business teacher Dianne Krutz, and the Script and Cue 

Advisor is WHRHS Drama Teacher Doug Eaton. 

WHRHS approaches all events such as the Winter Cabaret, as opportunities to encourage heavy student involvement in organizing 

and leading the event. Virtually every school event, including the Winter Cabaret, is seen as multi-discipline living learning         

experiences that include ancillary tasks such as catering, graphic design, social media usage, supportive financial and business 

tasks, understanding learning in context, and more.  

This supports one of the stated goals of the 2015-2020 Strategic Goals:   

The WHRHS District will provide the resources, technology, and             

organizational change to 

achieve, among other goals: 

“To integrate creative,    

i n n o v a t i v e ,  a n d                 

interdisciplinary learning 

throughout the district to 

empower and inspire      

students to succeed in a 

c h a n g i n g  g l o b a l               

community.” 

2018 Winter Cabaret (Cont’d) 
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Senior Back Zahveae Thorne of Watchung Hills Regional High School has agreed to 
attend and play football next year for Division II East Stroudsburg University, East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Thorne said he hopes to study Sports Journalism at East Stroudsburg. 

Accompanied by his family, Thorne announced his intentions on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 
one of several National Signing Days during the school year when high school ath-
letes make commitments to the school they intend to attend and play a sport for 
next year. 

Dan Smith  
 2018 Wrestling Coach  

of the Year 

Division Two Signing 

Eight Watchung Hills Regional High School athletes who competed in Fall sports at 

WHRHS have signed letters of intent to play sports for the Division I college they 

plan to attend next year. In addition, one WHRHS athlete plans to attend and play 

sports next year in a Division II college. Standing, from left, are: Chris Clintock of 

Warren Township, who plans to play Lacrosse at St. Joseph University,                

Philadelphia, Pa; Jonathan Taub of Warren, Lacrosse at Rutgers University, New 

Brunswick; Tyler James of Warren, Lacrosse at The College of Holy Cross,      

Worcester, Mass.; Michael Murray of Green Brook Township, Baseball at Hofstra 

University, Hempstead, N.Y.; Tyler Riley of Green Brook, Baseball at the University 

of Maine, Orono, Maine; and Drew Furlong of Warren, Lacrosse at SUNY           

Binghamton, Binghamton, N.Y. Sitting, from left, are: Julie Burton of Warren,    

Lacrosse at West Chester University, West Chester, Pa.; Julia  Cunningham of 

Watchung, Basketball at Princeton University, Princeton; and Katelyn Carroll of 

Warren, Lacrosse at Radford  University, Radford, Va. 

Division One Signing 

Dan Pilsbury 
WHRHS senior scored his  

1000th career point 

WHRHS Wrestling Team 
NJSIAA North 2, Group 5  

Champions  

Photos Curtesy of  
 Benda A. Nemcek 

Owner  & Publisher 
TAPinto.Warren.net 

 



 Eleven members of the JSA Club attended a conference at the Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel in Iselin, NJ on November 
18 and 19.  Three of our students--Mike Durkin, Mike Deo and Thomas Hemsworth--earned a Best Speaker award.   

 The Action Against Hunger Club organized their Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. It ran for three weeks in November, 
concluding just before the Thanksgiving holiday.  The entire school community dedicated time, energy, and enthusiasm 
to advertise and support this initiative, contributing thousands of non-perishable items to the cause. This year, the     
donations were made to Market Street Mission in Morristown, NJ.  Thanks to the efforts of all club members, Watchung 
Hills was able to advance the ideals and mission of the club, by giving back to the local community.  

 One of our students, sophomore Joshua Brinks, has earned the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest award in scouting. To 
attain the rank of Eagle Scout, a Boy Scout must demonstrate leadership, service, and outdoor skills.  They are also    
required to do a service project that benefits the community.   

 On January 10 at 7:00 pm in the PAC, Watchung Hills hosted a free presentation for the community, “The Chris Herren 
Story.”  This was a moving presentation by former NBA player Chris Herren, who shared his story of drug addiction, 
drinking, and subsequent recovery. 

 The new WHRHS Speech and Debate Club performed well in its first competition on January 6.  Roopa Irakam took 2nd 
place in Congress and Deepa Irakam took 4th place in Extemporaneous Speaking at the Hunterdon Central Winter     
Invitational.  

 Photo and Fine Arts student Ed Cai won the Scholastic Gold Award for one of his photographs.  There were over 4,200 
submissions from over 1,500 students and about 30% of them garnered awards.  The ceremony is on Thursday,          
February 15 from 6 to 9 pm at the Montclair Art Museum.   

 Congratulations to the Mock Trial Team for making it to the Somerset County Semi-Final round and to the History Bowl 
for having two teams qualify for this spring’s National Competition. 

 Senior Rachel Lee has received the distinctive honor of achieving the highest award in Girl Scouting, the prestigious Girl 
Scout Gold Award. Her Gold Award project established a new Chinese storybook section in the Warren Township      
Library for young children and students new to the language.  Upon completion of the new section, Rachel hosted a 
“Chinese Myths Read Aloud” program for children in grade K-3. 

 Three of our seniors--David Cantone, Brady Pilsbury, and Andrew Roth--have earned the rank of Eagle Scout, the       
highest award in scouting.  A Boy Scout must demonstrate leadership, service, and outdoor skills and are required to do 
a service project that benefits the community.    

 Student Valerie Wang participated in the “Lancaster Archery Classic,” January 26 and 27, which is a well-known        
international archery event for both professional and amateur archers. Valerie earned 4th place. In August of 2017,   
Valerie won 3rd place in the National Outdoor Championship and won Gold in December of 2017 for New Jersey State. 

 Senior Ultimate Frisbee players Allison Huresky and James Kennelly were invited to tryout with the US U20 National 
team February 26 and 27 in North Carolina. 
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Newsletter 

“Education is our passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for 

it today.” 

 

Malcolm X 
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